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® Technical Data Sheet
Rustex

Rustex Corrosion-reactive water-based metal primer

Product Description Rustex is an easy to apply single pack water based rust converter developed over 40 years. 
The Rustex formula can be used for almost any rusted metal project.
• Converts rust to a hard, water insoluble primer finish
• Neutralises the corrosion process
• Superior coating consistency
• Mineral acid free - classified as non-hazardous
• Minimum surface preparation required
• Cost effective
• Provides ready for painting surface

Typical Uses Rustex has multiple uses. It is normally used for treatment of rusted steel prior to application 
of paint or other coating systems. It is ideal for cars & trucks, boats, gates, ballast tanks and 
bridges.

Suitable substrates: Rustex may be applied to dry or damp rusted ferrous metal surfaces, 
following the recommended preparations.

Surface Preparation

Remove all dirt, old paint and loose rust by a wire brush. Remove acid, alkali, grease oil and 
chemicals with detergent water then rinse thoroughly with clean water. Paintwork blistered by 
rust should be scraped down to hard surface. Do not remove all traces of rust.
The surface may be damp BUT NOT WET when Rustex is applied.

Mixing

Stir well before use. Contents will separate during storage. Do not dilute. Any rust particles 
picked up on the paintbrush will be liable to contaminate the paint in the container, reducing the 
shelf life. This can be avoided by pouring a sufficient amount into a separate plastic container 
for each operation.
DO NOT return unused material to the original container.

Application

Brush application is recommended for the first coat to ensure thorough penetration into the 
rust. Apply 2-3 thin coats directly onto rust. 

Direction For Use

Version 2

Colour Rustex is black once dry.

Packaging & Coverage Rustex is supplied in 1L and 5L units.
The coverage of Rustex is approximately 8m2 per 1L unit or 40m2 per 5L unit, depending on the 
texture and porosity of the surface.

Application Temperature

Rustex should not be applied below 5°C or above 40°C but will withstand between -40°C and
60°C when dried hard.
DO NOT apply if the coating is likely to be subjected to rainfall or condensation before it has 
dried, or if relative humidity exceeds 60%.

Curing Time

Depending on temperature Rustex is touch dry in 15 to 45 minutes between coats. Protect from 
rain during drying.
Rustex is self priming and will accept most paints. Leave 24-48 hours or longer to dry hard 
before applying paint.

Cleaning

Tools and equipment should be cleaned using warm soapy water. Hands and skin should be 
cleaned immediately with organic hand cleaner.

Application Guidelines
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All reasonable care has been taken in supplying the above information. However, any figures quoted do not 
constitute a specification but represent typical values obtained. It is the customer’s responsibility to ensure 
the product is fit for the intended purpose and that conditions are suitable. Any technical advice is offered 
in good faith, but without warranty. This is also applicable when proprietary rights and third parties are 
involved. In the light of the Company’s policy of continual research and development, it is the customer’s 
responsibility to ensure that the information contained herein has not been superseded.
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Store in a cool, dry frost-free environment away from sources of ignition, between 5°C and 
30°C.
Please speak to Polycote for more information on shelf life.

Shelf Life & Storage

Before using this product, please ensure you have received and read carefully both the Hazard 
Label applied to the container and the relevant Material Safety Data Sheets.

Health & Safety

Please do not hesitate to contact us for advice regarding the use of this product or its suitability 
for your particular application.
Our aim is to provide all the technical help you need to make an informed choice and achieve 
total success.
Polycote Technical Helpline: 01234 846400

Any Questions

Direction For Use(cont) Other application methods are:

Roller a short nap roller may be used. Foam rollers are not recommended.

Air assisted spray thin with up to 10% water. Use a 0.40mm, 40-60˚ tip and 40-80 psi air pressure.

Airless spray typically a 28:1 airless spray unit at 70 psi would be used, with 0.25-0.40mm, 40-60˚ 
tip and 1400-2100 psi fluid pressure at tip.

During application, Rustex starts off white. At the blue stage continue gently cross bushing for 
a further 2 minutes and allow to dry for the chemical reaction and conversion of the rust surface 
to take place. Surplus Rustex may cause staining of surrounding paintwork if allowed to dry. 
Remove surplus immediately.


